Maſter Plydell , 
BSQVIRE: 


Concerning the Church, 
Febr. 8.1641. 


/ p, 4: 


London Priated, 16 41s 


ſ 


- 


”-- 
K 
C 
», 
Fr 
4\ 
2 oy 
s v4 
_y 
| 
\ 
/ 
- 
- 
t 
» H o 
” = 


. 
& ++ cw , e Pm 


f 


(1) 


SHFHHHL0$FIFSS<HSTODD40$4 FX 


THE- 
SPEECH OF 
Maſter Plydell, 


ESQVIRE. 
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M1 Lal Speaker, 
AC ® Have heard, fince I had 

| the honour to ſit -here, 
- many grievances. Pre- 
ſented, and truly Sir,my 

heart bleeds within mee 

\ whenI thinke. of them, 
gy. eſpecially thoſe, that 
concerne Religion. Bur 
what ſhou'dT ſpeakeof grievances concerning 
Religpen, when Religion it ſelfe is becomea 
A2 grievance, 


— —_— -— "* © —— . 


(2) 
grievance, nay the very Nurſe and Mother of 
all grievances, all ſcandals, all reproaches, * 


" - 
- _- 
Ms _ —— 


Tartum Religio potuit ſuadere malorum, - - - / 


1% BR | 
Not totrouble you with any long diſcour le, * @ 
if I have any ſight 3 That Bark both of Church 
and State .hath 2 long time floated betwixt Go 


Sylls and _Charybdis, Popery on the one ſide, 
and I know not what to call 'it on the other ; 
in many reſpþe&s both alike dangerous, unleſle | 
the Italian Proverb may alter the Caſe 3 God 4 
defend me from my reputed friends, and 1 will de- | 
find my ſelfe from my profeſt enemies. 1 
| Sir, Weare entruſted by God,. the King, i 
and the Countrey , with the managingof this + | 
Bark, fraught with, the fortunes ot three great 4 
Kingdomes. Now ſhould wee ſp dechnerthe Fl 
former Rock, that we daſh on. the other fide; f 
I humbly offer it to this Honourable Aﬀem- | 
bly, whether ſhe might not have juſt cauſe to | 
fay, ſhe had changed her Pilot, rather then her |, 
Condition and only ſhifted places to finde 
her ruine : For Sir, there is 25 much beyond * . } 
Truth, as on this ſide it, and would we ſteere a q 
| right courſe , wee muſt bee ſure to keepethe * 
« Channell, leſt wee-fatl from one extreame to 
another, from the dotage of Superſtition, to 'f 
the frenzie of Prophaneneſle, from bowing to 
| c Idols, 


? 
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Idols, to worſhip' the ' Calves 6f our owne: 
imaginations; - | i& L2IC! 


-. $41, Ibeſceech' you confider what” libellous ' 
Pamphlets are now Printed; ' what: Sermons 
are preached , not'building hay and ſtubble, 
bur utterly. ſubverting' the i foundations -of 
Truth 3 What irrevererice in Churches,what” - 
profanation of Gods Service,'to the {candall 
of Chriſtianity, the reproach of Religion, and 
the intollerable griefe of all good men, of 
which I may taxe'up the words of Petri de Alt- 
aco, to the Councell of Conſtance, Nifs celer;- 
ter fiat reformatio, audeo dicere quo11licet magna 
ſont que videmus, tamen in breviincomparabilia 
majoravidemus,' & poſt iſta tam horrends majors 


: alia andiemus. LL 


+ $ir, I take God to record, I am no mans 
Advocate, no mans enemy, but a faithfull 1o- 
ver{of truth and peace, and a dutifull Son-of 
ourdiſtrefled Motherthe Church of England; 
in thoſe behalfe, and.our owne, my motion 
ſhall be ſhortly this. That the Miniſters pe- 
tition, with ſo much of their Remonſtrance as 
hath been read, 'may be' committed, and the 
reſt of it-concerning matter of DoErine ma 

be referred to Gabe learned and approved D1- 
vines, as have ſpent their time in that noble 
ſtudy. For give me leave to tell you, there is 
a Yulgw among the Clergy, as among the Lai- 
ty, Et in utroque nil modicum ; and for theſe 
9:4 A3 | and 
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#hings which ſtrike: at rbe- roote-and 
wm r they pleaſe to call it, I ſhall humbly 
mave,. that, we:rather conſider how to latisfie 
the patitzoners with ſome timely declaration 
-from:iboth Houſes, - of the: lawfulneſle, and. 

canveniency of Epiſcopall Government, deri-. 
ome Apoſtles, and ſo.long eſtabliſhed: 

in this Kwgdome, ratber then to venture up- 
Qn.any alteration , the conſequence whereof, 
the wiſeſt. man cannot foreſee,and in truth Sir, 
ſhould we once: begin, for my owne: part, I 
know nothow, or where we ſhould ſtay. Ne- 
vertheleſſe, ifany-one doubt the ſuperjority of 
Biſhops over Prieſts and Deacons in Ecclefi- 


aſticall government, or-in ordination , I ſhall | 


be ready , whenſoever this Houſe ſhall com- 
mand me to make it good, and'I thinke by as 
pregnant teſtimonies, as we areable to prove 
the difference betwixt Canenicall and Apo- 
cryphall Scripture , the neceſhty of Infants 
baptiſme, or that the Apoſtles were the An- 
thors oftheir owne Creed : | But Sir, I bo! 
you will. fave your ſelfe and- me that- labour, 
and rather deviſe of ſome ſet-way.to binde up 
the Churches wounds, which God knowes are 
too widealready, that ſothe Clergy and Laity 
being made friends, and all reduced to the mo- 
ell of our, Anceſtors fince the reformation , 
we may. all together preſerve the unity of the 
Spirit, 1n;the bond. of:peace 3. and: ſo his. Ma- 


xſtic 


| "49 "N03 : 

eftie baving gracioufly , and prudently ex- 

" himſelle, I am \ more aciiatnge 

ſhall not only put an end to all miſintelli- 

ence betwixt Prince and People , but alſo 

ighly advance the Proteſtant cauſe , and give 
a deadly blow to the Sea of Rome, 


Sir, I humbly crave the favour of 
the Houſe, for Godis my witnels, 


Non potui aliter liberare animans medi. 


Wn ' Xs 

> V1O9UINT Ui! 

| (3:13) $1 
HS). if, ? pr 
"LPLOTATHAT 1:5 QT-1713 
"x > '' D294 
O16 bits - 00 oY Dit: 


- 


0) FH OY gt « bY 


Ls 


mig yen 


KY , 
\ 


